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pied (with) the same subject.10 I'm not such a fool as to suppose that
my plates can hurt yours: but warning is fair between friends and I
hope thro' death and eternity we shall always be such

Yours ever
WMT.

136.                FROM MRS. THACKERAY TO

MRS. CARMICHAEL-SMYTH
15 MAY 1839

Address: M?5 Carmichael Smyth.  Hitherto unpublished.

May 15th

13 Gt Coram St
Brunswick Sq*

My dearest Mother. You will be wondering at our not writing. I
had prepared a packet to send by William Ritchie as well as the song
for Mary & a Mag for you but by some unlucky mischance William
could not recollect the number of W R's abode so I must send by
Robert Smyth who in a promiscuous manner gave me to under-
stand if I sent anything to him it would eventually reach Paris. We
have just received your letter of the 12th Mama might just as well
have written herself to say when we might expect her. Certainly
she has strange ideas of things, for if all the world were too proud
to ask slight favors or accept them, what a nice world it would [be]
and it is merely rather a proof of an ungenerous spirit to like to

10 The Loving Ballad of Lord Bateman was published with Cruikshank's
illustrations shortly before June 15 (Spectator, 1839, P* 568). There now
seems no reason to doubt that this version of a story long familiar in balkd
lore came, as the "Warning to the Public" in Cruikshank's edition states, from
the repertory of a public singer who performed on Saturday nights outside a
wine-vaults in Battle-bridge. Dickens (Letters, ed. Dexter, I, 216) supplied
the burlesque editorial apparatus and made minor alterations in the text, but
Thackeray, to whom for many years the authorship of the ballad has been
ascribed, had no hand in it. His drawings were first published by Lady
Ritchie in 1892 ("Lord Bateman: A Ballad," Harper's Magazine, LXXXVI,
124-129), after having lain ferdus in the drawer of an old table for half a
century. The originals are now in the Morgan Library.